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FROM THE SHELTER: 

 
Wow!  What a year 2011 was!  We have never been busier at the shelter and we have never been able to save so 

many animals.  It got a little crazy sometimes but it was a good crazy.  It is not quite the end of December as of 

this writing so I do not have our final numbers yet but I can promise you it has been a phenomenal year for  

animal rescue! 

 

We had extra room in our kennels this month so I had the opportunity to take in a number of dogs from other 

shelters including 7 dogs from another county that were slated for euthanasia.  They are all gorgeous and wonder-

ful.  We have already placed 2 in new homes and they are doing phenomenally well.  We have also taken dogs 

from the Humane Society of Del Norte and Coos County and Curry County Animal Control that were having dif-

ficulty getting placed.  It is a wonderful feeling knowing that you are saving dogs and getting them into great 

homes.  We couldn't do that without the continued generous support of our members and donors. 

 

We had a situation this past week that was difficult for the people but a godsend for their animals.  Two gentle-

men came in that were living in a van.  They had two dogs and two cats.  They were heading north where they 

had a possibility of a place to stay and jobs.  They couldn't take their animals with them because they weren't sure 

of what would become of them.  I was so happy that at that particular moment we had the cat cages and dog ken-

nels available to take all of the animals.  The people were heading out that day and I am not sure what would have 

happened if we couldn't have taken their pets. 

 

The poor economy is taking its toll on our community and it is showing up in a drop off in donations, the use of 

our pet food bank and in the reason for animal surrenders.  More and more folks are bringing in their pets because 

they are leaving our area and are not quite sure where they are going to end up.  So far we are remaining a half 

step ahead of the problem, we manage to make enough room and come up with just enough money to take care of 

(Continued on page 3) 

Shelter: 

PO Box 7833 

828 Railroad  

541-412-0325      
 

Brookings, OR  97415  

www.southcoasthumane.com 

socohumane@frontier.com 

Thrift Store: 

PO Box 7754 

620 Hemlock 

541-469-5694 

 

THE SCHS  ANIMALS  
THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR  SUPPORT  
SCHS receives no  

government  support  for 
the services we provide.  

Our Shelter and outreach 
programs are entirely   

dependent on the   
generous donations of  
money, materials, and  

volunteer time we receive 
from the community.  
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THE LEGAL 
BEAGLE 

                                              Jan Henault 
 

OCCASIONAL UPDATES ON ANIMAL 
LAWS & LEGISLATION 
December 2011 

 
Hello again. 
 
Iôm back and want to remind everyone that I 
may be a legal beagle, but I donôt give legal 
advice.  My law expertise comes from 
sources available to everyone.  The following 
barking is simply meant to get your attention 
and sometimes move you to action. 
 
ITôS THE LAW:  ORS 167.330 says:  (1) A 
person commits the crime of animal neglect 
in the first degree if, except as otherwise au-
thorized by law, the person intentionally, 
knowingly, recklessly or with criminal negli-
gence fails to provide minimum care for an 
animal in the personôs custody or control and 
the failure to provide care results in serious 
physical injury or death to the animal.  (2)  
Animal neglect in the first degree is a Class A 
misdemeanor.  
 
ORS 167.325 says:  (1)  A person commits 
the crime of animal neglect in the second de-
gree if, except as otherwise authorized by 
law, the person intentionally, knowingly, reck-
lessly or with criminal negligence fails to pro-
vide minimum care for an animal in such per-
sonôs custody or control.  (2)  Animal neglect 
in the second degree is a Class B misde-
meanor. 
 
(Donôt ask me what ñexcept as otherwise au-
thorized by lawò means.  Seems to me, ANY 
animal neglect is criminal!) 
 
OF INTEREST:  On December 2, 2011 the 
New York Times reported that the US military 

(Continued on page 3) 

The New Year brings a bit of a new look to 

The Scoop.  Suki worked especially hard trying to find the right 

letters to use.  Zoey approved the final design and decided that 

2012 articles should be about animal care.  But being a cat, she 

couldnôt stop herself from making a few ñminorò points regard-

ing dogs and cats. So, here is Zoeyôs ñunbiasedò checklist: 

      DOG CAT 

Like walking several times a day?     x 

Like having to give routine pet baths?    x 

Like sloppy wet kisses?      x 

Like barking sounds?       x 

   OR 

Like NOT having to ñpotty-trainò your pet?     x 

Like a self-cleaning pet?       x 

Like a sweet bundle of soft fur in your lap?     x 

Like soft purring sounds to relax you?     x 

   AND 

Like lots of love around?      x    x 

 

Whatever you decide, please be sure to visit your animal shelter 

to find your perfect pet.  And remember, animals have feelings. 

Be as sure as possible of the kind of animal you want in your life 

before you share your forever home. 

 

ANIMAL (CAT) CARE:  Feeding your cat the right diet is im-

portant.  Felines have a much higher protein requirement than 

dogs, so never feed anything but a complete, nutritious cat food.  

Cats can be finicky, so a varied diet keeps them from getting 

bored.  A fat cat is NOT a happy cat.  Being overweight can lead 

to some serious health problems. A skinny cat may suffer from 

malnutrition.  Your veterinarian can tell you the proper amount to 

feed.  A diet of dry, crunchy, hard food is very good, but be sure 

there is always plenty of water nearby.  And Suki says:  Cats like 

it fresh and at room temperature.  Cats like things clean, but be 

careful with cleaning products.  Hot water and a little bleach for 

cleaning is the best.  Cats, being predators, need animal protein 

thatôs available in commercial foods.  You may thrive at it, but 

cats canôt live as vegetarians. 

 

    Your Pals,                                                                

                                Suki & Zoey 
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them but it is always a struggle.   

 

On a final note I wanted to respond to a question that has been coming to me at the shelter:  "How do I know 

when my membership is due?".  Really quite simple,  Look at the the address label on the front of your newslet-

ter.  It will have a date in the bottom corner.  That is the date your membership expires.  If you get your newslet-

ter online just zip an e-mail to me at:  audreymorris@rocketmail.com and I will get your renewal date from Susy 

and get it back to you.   

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and may you all have the very best new year! 

 

Audrey  
 
Ϥ   Ϥ   Ϥ   Ϥ   Ϥ  Ϥ 
 
Rocket's Story Continues: 
 

Many of you have been following the saga of Rocket.  I thought we had found the perfect home for him and it 

may have been perfect for him but he was just not the right dog for the people.  He is a very good boy but he is 

high maintenance.  He will drive you crazy trying to get you to throw his ball for him and he will chase that ball 

until he is so sore and tired that he cannot move.  Finding the right home for him has been a challenge and this 

was the first placement that we were able to make for him after almost 3 years. 

 

I decided that Rocket couldn't just go back into a kennel to live like he had before.  So Rocket has become our 

shelter dog.  He gets along well with other dogs and loves people so he is the perfect fit for the job.  He has his 

bed in the laundry room now along with his toys.  Everyone who goes in back is required to throw his ball for 

him.  If they forget he is more then happy to remind them.  He loves the constant interaction with all of the dif-

ferent people and I think he enjoys his special place as king of the kennels. 

 

Maybe someday Rocket will find a special place in someone's home but until then his home is here and it is a 

happy one.  ~   ~   ~   ~  ~ 

(Continued from page 1)  (from the shelter) 
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services have recognized that war inflicts PTSD in service animals in the same way it does in humans.  Efforts 
will be made on the part of the military to heal all military members suffering from PTSD, including our brave and 
often heroic service animals. 
 
Want to be an attorney fighting for animal rights and protections?  According to Oregon Animal Law 
(www.oregonanimallaw.com), the Center for Animal Law Studies at Lewis & Clark Law School in Portland, Ore-
gon, is creating the first advanced degree in Animal Law.  Okay, now, go get those bad guys who keep hurting 
our beloved animals! 
 
WORTH REPEATING:  The Beagle would like to repeat some information of interest to all volunteers who care 
for shelter animals in their own homes. The U.S. Tax Court allowed a California woman to take a charitable de-
duction for expenses she incurred while taking care of cats in her home for an IRS-approved charity.  This paves 
the way for others to claim a tax deduction for un-reimbursed expenses that further the groupôs (humane society) 
mission.  If you do foster shelter animals in your home, keep good records of your expenses and get a letter 
from the agency/shelter that states youôre a foster parent and that your expenses are $250 or more.  Be sure to 
get tax advice from a professional tax consultant or from the IRS.   

************* 

(Continued from page 2)  (Legal Beagle) 

mailto:audreymorris@rocketmail.com
http://www.oregonanimallaw.com/


South Coast Humane Society Newsletter        January, 2012      Page 4 

 
Our special thanks to Tea of Tea  

Photography for kindly designating part of 

the proceeds of every animal image sold on 

her website to your shelter!  Tea is a  

wonderful photographer and she has  

beautiful cards available on her site.  Tea 

has also been doing all of our Petfinder  

photographs and the photos that run in The 

Pilot on the Pet Page.  We at the shelter are 

so grateful to her for the wonderful work 

she is doing!  Please visit her site:   

teaphotography.deviantart.com to see her 

beautiful work and perhaps make a  

purchase.  Remember a percentage of every 

animal image sold goes back to the animals 

at the SCHS shelter!  

  
 
 

(Continued from page 3)  (from the shelter) 

November 

Cats: 
 
Beginning Inventory-  93cats 

Intake-  20cats 

Adopted-  46 cats 

Ending Inventory-  67 cats 
 
Dogs:  
 
Beginning Inventory-  11 dogs 

Intake-  12 dogs 

Adopted-  14 dogs 

Ending Inventory-  9 dogs 

RECENT SHELTER NUMBERS: 

Becoming a Member: 
 

Why become a member of South Coast Humane Society?  The first and very best reason is that you will always 

get our great newsletter coming to your door or your computer inbox every month.  With the newsletter you can 

keep abreast of meeting dates, special events, what is going on at the shelter, thrift store specials and animal is-

sues.  With your membership you will also be an active voice in South Coast Humane Society.  You vote in elec-

tions, can speak at general meetings, and you know that what you care about can be voiced to the organization as 

a whole.  Another great thing is that your membership dues of only $25 per year are just like making any general 

fund donation.  The money goes toward keeping the shelter doors open and our animals healthy, happy and safe.   

 

Consider becoming a member today.  It is as simple as sending a check (or bringing one by the shelter) with the 

word "membership" in the memo section.  If you would like to start receiving our newsletter via e-mail (which I 

recommend, you get more stuff) please include your e-mail address on a note.   

 

Thanks for your continued support of South Coast Humane Society  


